
Simplify Your SAP BusinessObjects Upgrade Post-Migration 

Validation & Optimization 



• Introductions 

• BI Upgrade Stages 

• Upgrade Validation 
• Validate System & Security 

• Validate Report Accuracy 

• Validate Performance 

 

• Q&A – see webinar console 



• Formed in 1992 

• Enabling BI platform management, administration, 

migration, governance and compliance 

• Simplifying, automating, extending SAP 

BusinessObjects and SAP Analytics Cloud 

• Strategic SDK development and consulting 

• Hundreds of customers globally 
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APOS Solutions for SAP BusinessObjects 

BI System Auditing 
• System Inventory 

• Security Analysis 

• System Usage Analysis 

• Report Impact Analysis 

BI Query Surveillance 
• Real-time BI Query Monitoring 

• Query Performance Alerting & Auditing 

• Query Intervention; Remote Cancelling 

• Sensitive Data Audit 

BI Report Testing 

• Automated Report Testing 

• Regression Testing 

• Validation of Report Data  

• Report Performance Testing 

 

BI System Monitoring 

• Advanced System Monitoring 

• Operating Environment Monitoring  

• Database Monitoring 

• Process Monitoring 

APOS Insight 

Object Management 
• Bulk Security Management 

• Bulk Settings Management 

• System Objects Promotion 

• Connections Maintenance 

Web Intelligence Migration 
• Bulk conversion of Universes from UNV to UNX 

• High-Volume Repoint Web Intelligence reports 

• Success validation 

• Controlled, project-based workflow 

Instance Management 
• Manage entire instance inventory 

• Granular instance search 

• Stop, pause, release, reschedule  

• Rapid recovery to failed schedules 

 

Schedule Management 
• High-volume schedule management 

• Multiple schedule properties editing 

• Grid scheduling interface 

• Repeatable scheduling templates 

APOS Administrator 

APOS Storage Center 
• System Backup 

• Content Archiving 

• Content Versioning 

• Selective Restoration 

• Automated System Clean Up 

 

APOS Publisher 

• Systematic Content Delivery 

• Advanced Document Bursting 

• Enhanced Content Distribution 

• Security and Encryption 

• Statement Generation 



SAP BusinessObjects Upgrade - Three Stage Timeline 

Preparation Execution Validation 

APOS Upgrade BI S3 
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SAP BusinessObjects Upgrade - Three Stage Timeline 

Preparation Execution Validation 

APOS Upgrade BI S3 

Today’s Session 



APOS Upgrade BI S3 
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Recap 

Preparation Execution Validation 



• System Audit – Leave existing problems behind; don’t propagate them in the new system 

• System Backup – Protect your assets; governance, operations & legal obligations 

• System Optimization – Take the opportunity to build a lean, effective & efficient system 

• Test Plan - Review and compare benchmarked information with Migrated System 

Upgrade Smart, Strong & Safe - Preparation 



Recap 

Preparation Execution Validation 



• Moving Content– Options for moving 

• Simplify & Optimize – consolidate/rationalize 

• Secure & Protect – work in bulk to implement your security plan 

• Test Plan – Create Validation Projects 

Upgrade Smart, Strong & Safe - Execution 



SAP BusinessObjects Upgrade - Three Stage Timeline 

Preparation Execution Validation 

APOS Upgrade BI S3 



• Security – ensure the correct groups have access to needed content 

• System & Content Settings – compare BI Server Settings against source 

• Data Connectivity– ensure connections point to the correct data sources 

• Validating Content Accuracy – Compare data output of reports 

• Optimizing Performance- Analysis and Stress Testing 

• Ongoing Quality Assurance – leverage value realized in migration phases  

Upgrade Smart, Strong & Safe -Validation 



Security 

Key areas regarding security 

• Does the security model match Source system? 

• Folder Level Security settings 

• Rights 

• Roles 

• Custom Access Levels 

• Where assigned 

• Associated rights 

• Ensuring data safety 

• Are there areas that need to be improved/updated 

• Modify Security settings 

• Change report attachments to hyperlinks 

 

 



Security Rights & Roles Report 

Security Settings 

• Which settings have been made to 

the BI Objects? 



Security Rights & Roles Report 

Rights Settings 

• Which rights have been 

assigned to which principals 



Security Rights & Roles Report 

Security Roles 

• Which roles have been 

assigned to which objects 



Security Rights & Roles Report 

Custom Access Levels 

• Which Custom Access Levels have 

been assigned to which objects 



Security Rights & Roles Report 

Custom Access Level Settings 

• Which rights have been 

assigned to each Custom 

Access Level 



 

Applying Security: 

• Select folders in bulk 

• Select groups 

• Choose security assignment 

• Save when complete 

Security Management 



 

Verifying Security: 

• Select folder or report to test 

• Choose to launch selected report 

or open selected folder 

Security Management 



Verifying Security 

• Choose user account to test 

• Choose authentication method 

• Ensure that behavior is as expected 

Security Management 



Securing Report Content 

Modify Recurring Schedules 

• Remove attachments 

• Add report viewer hyperlink 

• Remove the existing schedules 

• Re-schedule 



Verify 

 BI Server settings 

 Are settings appropriate for each BI server 

 Are enough job servers exist 

 Folder content 

 Do the folders contain the reports required 

 Have old/legacy reports been purged 

 Are the required historical instances on the system (or available)? 

 Report Schedules 

 Are recurring schedules configured and running 

 Group Membership 

 Are users in the appropriate groups 

 

System Content Settings 



BI Server Settings 

• Record and Monitor Server Settings 



• Verify that the folders contain all of the necessary reports 

Folder Content 



• Verify that the folders contain all of the required report instances 

Required Instances  



• Restore any required report instances from your Instance Archive 

Required Instances  



 Have all of the universes that the reports connect to been migrated? 

 Do the appropriate data connections exist on the new system? 

 Is the appropriate database middleware in place on the new system? 

 If using ODBC, are both 32 and 64 bit versions created for each DSN? 

 

Data Connectivity 



Universe/Report Assignment 



Data Connections 



Data Connections are one 

area where problems can 

crop up. 

 

One thing that is commonly 

missed is the necessity to 

create both 32 bit and 64 bit 

DSNs for each ODBC 

connection. 
 

 

ODBC Connections 



 

• Does the report output on the new system match the values on the old system? 

• Do the reports on the new system process in the same time as the original? 

 

 

Validating Content Accuracy 



Insight– BI Report Testing Module – Select Report Objects 



Insight– BI Report Testing Module – Create a Project 



Insight– BI Report Testing Module – Connect to Target System 



Insight– BI Report Testing Module – Import Schedules as Starting Point  



Insight– BI Report Testing Module – Execute Validation 



Insight– BI Report Testing Module – Analyze Results  



Insight– BI Report Testing Module – Important Settings 



 Is BI and OS resource consumption within identified tolerances? 

 CPU 

 Memory 

 Disk space 

 Can On-Demand reports be changed to Recurring Schedules? 

 Analyze underlying data refresh activity 

 Remove right to refresh in certain folders 

 

Optimizing Performance 



• Verify the resource usage of 

important services 

Resource Usage 



• Analyze Recurring Schedules 

Schedule Analysis 



 Content Management strategy in place and tested periodically 

 Automated clean-up 

 Remove objects after a period of non-usage (after ensuring a backup) 

 Regression Testing 

 New content, Semantic layer changes, Report modifications 

 Monitoring of key elements 

 Instance Monitoring 

 Schedule Monitoring 

 Resource monitoring 

 Meticulous/Methodical Administration 

 Eliminate potential for human error 

Ongoing Quality Assurance 



Content Management Strategy 

1. How should backups occur? 
1 
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Content Management Strategy 

1. How should backups occur? 
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Content Management Strategy 

1. How should backups occur? 

2. When should backups occur? 

3. How many versions should be kept? 

4. What method of backup should be 

used? 

5. Create a strategy around automated 

cleanup of unused objects. 
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Insight– BI Report Testing Module – Regression Testing 



Instance and Schedule Tracking 



Monitoring Key Elements 



Methodical Administration – APOS Object Manager 

Manage Object Properties 

• Folder Security 

• Formats 

• Destinations 

• Default Prompts 

• Ownership 

• etc. 

 



Methodical Administration – APOS Instance Manager 

Manage Schedule Properties 

• Recurrence 

• Formats 

• Destinations 

• Prompt Values 

• Ownership 

• etc. 

 



Methodical Administration – APOS InfoScheduler 

Submit Schedules in Bulk 

• Each row is a unique schedule 

• Each column is an property of the schedule 

• All schedule properties are available 

• Create multiple spreadsheets to handle daily/weekly/monthly requirements 
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Realize Upgrade Value & Ongoing Value 
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Upgrade Value 

• Preparation Value 

• Execution Value 

• Validation Value 

Realize Upgrade Value 



Upgrade Value 

• Preparation Value 
 Audit usage and user activity  

 Optimize licensing and license usage 

 Streamline content to be migrated 

• Execution Value 

• Validation Value 

Realize Upgrade Value 



Upgrade Value 

• Preparation Value 

• Execution Value 
 Prioritize content promotion 

 Secure & protect content 

 Simplify, automate & optimize 

• Validation Value 

Realize Upgrade Value 



Upgrade Value 

• Preparation Value 

• Execution Value 

• Validation Value 
 Automate testing 

 Increase sample size 

 Reduce risk 

 Reduce resource dependencies and lengthy testing cycles 

 Prioritize reports for testing 

 System confidence  

 governance/compliance needs 

Realize Upgrade Value 



Ongoing Value 

• Reduce technical debt 

• Automate many administration processes 
 Enable bulk administration 

 Rapid execution 

 Reduce risk of human error 

• Optimize license usage 

• Secure your assets 

• Automate regression testing 

Realize Ongoing Value 



Smart 

Strong 

Safe 

Success in Upgrading SAP BI 



Success in Upgrading SAP BI 

APOS Upgrade S3 Bundle 
 

• Bundle of key upgrade and migration focused technologies from APOS 
 Effective automation for all stages of upgrade - Preparation, Execution, Validation 

 

• Licensed for use during the migration process stages 
 Streamline, speed, and stabilize your upgrade 

 Upgrade-focused pricing; excellent value 



 High-performance live data connectivity 

 Virtualized, governed, self-service connectivity 

 Connect to Relational databases  

 Connect to OLAP data sources 

 Connect to Cloud data environments 

 Connect to SAP Application data 

 

APOS Live Data Gateway 

APOS Solutions for SAP Analytics Cloud 

Monitor – tracking & alerting for: 

 SAC story performance 

 System response measures 

Validation automated comparisons across SAC versions of: 

 SAC story data 

 SAC story performance 

 SAC story structure 

Impact analysis – granular auditing of SAC story structure metadata 

 

APOS Insight for Cloud 

 Automate secure information delivery 

 Deliver timely information 

 Create a flexible messaging environment 

 Simplify administration 

 Use multiple formats & destinations 

 Burst stories with multiple filters 

 Burst conditionally 

 Collate stories 

 Personalize PowerPoint bursting 

 

APOS Publisher for Cloud 

 Capture SAP BI Universe data connection and data modelling logic 

 Project-based, wizard-driven interface 

 Scan your SAP BI content for relevant data connections 

 Harmonize SAP BI and HANA data modelling throughout Hybrid BI 

 Translate SAP BusinessObjects modelling to SAP HANA Calculation Views 

 Translate SAP BusinessObjects modelling to a unified semantic layer 

 

APOS Semantic Layer Migration 



APOS Solutions for SAP BusinessObjects 

BI System Auditing 
• System Inventory 

• Security Analysis 

• System Usage Analysis 

• Report Impact Analysis 

BI Query Surveillance 
• Real-time BI Query Monitoring 

• Query Performance Alerting & Auditing 

• Query Intervention; Remote Cancelling 

• Sensitive Data Audit 

BI Report Testing 

• Automated Report Testing 

• Regression Testing 

• Validation of Report Data  

• Report Performance Testing 

 

BI System Monitoring 

• Advanced System Monitoring 

• Operating Environment Monitoring  

• Database Monitoring 

• Process Monitoring 

APOS Insight 

Object Management 
• Bulk Security Management 

• Bulk Settings Management 

• System Objects Promotion 

• Connections Maintenance 

Web Intelligence Migration 
• Bulk conversion of Universes from UNV to UNX 

• High-Volume Repoint Web Intelligence reports 

• Success validation 

• Controlled, project-based workflow 

Instance Management 
• Manage entire instance inventory 

• Granular instance search 

• Stop, pause, release, reschedule  

• Rapid recovery to failed schedules 

 

Schedule Management 
• High-volume schedule management 

• Multiple schedule properties editing 

• Grid scheduling interface 

• Repeatable scheduling templates 

APOS Administrator 

APOS Storage Center 
• System Backup 

• Content Archiving 

• Content Versioning 

• Selective Restoration 

• Automated System Clean Up 

 

APOS Publisher 

• Systematic Content Delivery 

• Advanced Document Bursting 

• Enhanced Content Distribution 

• Security and Encryption 

• Statement Generation 










